increases but per capita arable land area decreases; or (4) Total arable land area decreases but per capita arable land area increases.
Among the different situations, population growth and economic development have been two of the key driving forces for the arable land changes. However, due to different land use potentials and different degrees of political stability, the influence factors of arable land are different among the referenced counties. For Brazil, agricultural acreage expansion and the ethanol production increase are important reasons for deforestation and arable land increases. For Bangladesh, Japan, Russia and the United States, urbanization and industrialization are the main reasons behind the reduction of arable land.
However, for the Ukraine, the reduced total arable land and increased per capita arable land are closely connected to the sharp population drop and increased urban development. For the other 15 countries, rapid population growth and urbanization lead to reduced per capita arable land; at the same time, population growth has also become an important driving force for these countries to increase the total amount of cultivated land to ensure food security. However, because different countries have different reserve land resources, the arable land growth rate among these countries is significantly different.
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